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Backflow
 Prevention Assem

blies require annual
testing and are available from

 a variety of m
anufacturers. 
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n here.
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Experience has show
n that there is not a

m
echanical device that can be depended upon

unless it is checked, tested and m
aintained on a

regular basis. Backflow
 Prevention devices are

required to be installed in specific locations to
protect the safety of the drinking w

ater. Certain
testable devices, or assem

blies, m
ust be tested

on a regular basis.

Q
:

W
hat is backflow

?

A.
Backflow

 is the undesirable reversal of flow
 of a

liquid, gas or other substance in a potable w
ater

distribution piping system
 as a result of a cross-

connection.

To prevent backflow
 from

 occurring at the point
of a cross-connection, a backflow

 prevention
assem

bly or device m
ust be installed.

Q
.

W
hat is a backflow

 prevention device?

A.
Any device or assem

bly that has been approved to
prevent backflow

 into the public drinking w
ater

supply.  An approved backflow
 prevention device

w
ill prevent backsiphonage and/or backpressure.

The appropriate device w
ill be determ

ined during
your facility survey by the cross-connection
control inspector.

Q
.

Are all backflow
 prevention devices

testable?

A.
No, the testable backflow

 prevention
assem

blies are:
•  D

ouble Check Valve Assem
bly

•  D
ouble D

etector Check Valve Assem
bly

•  Pressure Vacuum
 Breaker Assem

bly
•  Reduced Pressure Backflow

Preventor Assem
bly

•  Reduced Pressure D
etector Assem

bly
•  Spill Resistant Vacuum

 Breaker Assem
bly

Q
.

Are there any
regulations

regarding
backflow

 prevention assem
bly testing?

A.
  Yes, The State of M

ichigan, Act 399, Part 14, 
  M

ichigan Plum
bing Code, and local Cross-Connection 

  Control (CCC) program
 requirem

ents.
 

Q
.

W
ho can test or install backflow

prevention assem
blies?

A.
A certified backflow

 preventor tester. This is a
professional w

ho has proven their ability in testing
and satisfies the requirem

ents of the local authority.

Q
.

W
here can I obtain a list of certified

testers?

A.
Contact your local w

ater utility for a listing of
certified testers or the M

ichigan D
epartm

ent of
Environm

ental Q
uality at 517-241-1242 or contact

H
ydro D

esigns, Inc. at 1-800-690-6651.

Q
.

Are perm
its

required?

A.
Check w

ith your local plum
bing or building

departm
ent regarding regulations for perm

it
requirem

ents.

Q
.

W
ill m

y w
ater service be interrupted

during the test?

A.
Yes. The w

ater supply to the backflow
 preventor

assem
bly m

ust be turned off during testing.
D

epending upon the type of assem
bly the tim

e for
testing typically takes 10-30 m

inutes. Additional
tim

e m
ay be needed for repairs if required.

Q
.

W
hat should I

do w
ith the test form

?

A.
The certified tester w

ill com
plete a form

 w
ith the

necessary inform
ation required by the w

ater utility.
This form

 should be copied and retained for your
records. The original should be subm

itted as
directed by the local w

ater utility.

Q
.

H
ow

 often do I have m
y backflow

prevention assem
blies tested?

A.
All assem

blies m
ust be tested initially upon

installation and at yearly intervals thereadfter.
The City inspector m

ay require m
ore frequent

testing based upon degree of hazard, or
concerns w

ith w
ater quality.

Q
.

H
ow

 m
uch w

ill it cost to have m
y

backflow
 prevention assem

bly tested?

A.
The cost for testing w

ill vary depending on the size
of the assem

bly, the location of the assem
bly and if

the assem
bly is to be tested during norm

al w
orking

hours. Testing prices m
ay vary by firm

s/individuals
certified to test. You are encouraged to obtain
m

ultiple quotes for com
parison.


